
FOLKMOG PROPOSAL: THE GRAND 
CENTRAL & EASTERN GERMANY TOUR
Duration: 9 Days (Door-to-Door)

Tour type: Touring with multi-hub approach, driving and sightseeing options

Logistics: Multi-car convoy, potentially with support vehicle

SECTION 1: UK CONVERGENCE & DEPARTURE 
LOGISTICS
To accommodate the wide geographic spread of Folkmog members across East Anglia, I propos a 
hybrid staging system in Kent. This eliminates the risk of M25 or Dartford Crossing delays 
breaking up the grid before our Eurotunnel departure.

1. Roadchef Maidstone M20 

• We drive down on the morning of Day 1 clear the Dartford Crossing independently and 
proceed directly down the M20 corridor to assemble at Junction 8 services.

• Location: Roadchef Maidstone M20 (M20, Junction 8)

Option: The "Night Before"

• Members wishing to avoid an early morning cross-country run can check in the afternoon 
prior. Cars are securely co-located in the hotel parking, followed by an informal tour briefing
and group dinner in the evening. 

• Location: Village Hotel Maidstone (M20, Junction 6)

2. Grand Departure

• On the Morning of Day 1 the hotel group departs after breakfast and takes a short 6 mile 
drive down the M20 to sweep into Junction 8 Services (see above) and meet up with the 
others. 

• If we have a support vehicle, luggage & tools are transferred to it.

• Transit Map: Village Hotel to Maidstone Services Route

The Result: The entire Folkmog grid is seamlessly consolidated into a single, unified 
convoy. From here, the complete grid departs as one for the final, stress-free 25-minute run 
down to the Folkestone Eurotunnel terminal.

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Village+Hotel+Maidstone,+Castle+View,+Forstal+Road,+Maidstone,+United+Kingdom/Roadchef+Maidstone+M20,+8+M20,+Maidstone,+United+Kingdom/data=!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!19sChIJfZJbiq4z30cRye6uaCOAwIQ!2m2!1d0.5118237!2d51.2957396!1m5!1m1!19sChIJBaM0S50u30cRbG-vPazQEfw!2m2!1d0.6140344!2d51.267105799999996!3e0


SECTION 2: THE 10-DAY TOUR ITINERARY

Phase 1: The Outbound & The Green Heart

Day 1: Maidstone → Eurotunnel → Liège, Belgium

• The Drive: An efficient, clean run straight out of the Eurotunnel. Tracking east along the 
Belgian E42 via Lille, Tournai, and Mons dodges the heavy French toll networks and 
northern congestion entirely.

• Straightforward mile-munching to position the club perfectly right at the gateway to 
Germany.

• Est. Distance: 250 miles (from Maidstone)

• Route Link: Day 1 Map: Maidstone to Liège

Day 2: Liège → Eisenach → Erfurt (Hub 1 - Night 1)

• The Drive: Cross the border at Aachen and pick up the A4/A5. We'll sweep east across the 
forested hills of Thuringia, passing right under the historic Wartburg Castle at Eisenach, 
before rolling directly into the medieval centre of Erfurt.

• Est. Distance: 260 miles

• Route Link: Day 2 Map: Liège to Erfurt

Day 3: The Kanzlersgrund, Tambach & Jonastal (Hub 1 - Night 2)

• The Drive: Head south out of Erfurt via Arnstadt to climb into the mountains to Oberhof. 
Drop onto the L1128, plunging down the spectacular Kanzlersgrund valley past the 
Olympic ski jumps to Steinbach-Hallenberg. 

• Loop northwest through the deep forests of Tambach-Diethard to Ohrdruf, then run east 
through the historic Jonastal (Jonas Valley) road to view the hidden WWII bunker history. 
At the end of the valley, skip the Arnstadt bottleneck by turning north-northeast through 
Gossel and Haarhausen (L2149) to sweep back into Erfurt from the countryside.

• Est. Distance: 105 miles

• Route Link: Day 3 Map: Local Thuringian Circular

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Li%C3%A8ge,+Belgium/Eisenach/Erfurt/data=!4m20!4m19!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ5XRE69vaw0cR99vI3YpZ6_k!2m2!1d5.5796662!2d50.6325574!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ1fKUVICbpEcRWIAiPYV4_zc!2m2!1d10.3146872!2d50.9795715!1m5!1m1!19sChIJcdZYg4VypEcRADYzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d11.02988!2d50.9847679!3e0
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Maidstone/Li%C3%A8ge,+Belgium/data=!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!19sChIJZ3A0-ALW3kcRzQC0DFJi9aY!2m2!1d0.5227245!2d51.2704083!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ5XRE69vaw0cR99vI3YpZ6_k!2m2!1d5.5796662!2d50.6325574!3e0
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Erfurt/Arnstadt/Oberhof/Schanzenanlage+im+Kanzlersgrund/Steinbach-Hallenberg/Tambach-Diethard/Ohrdruf/Jonastal,+Arnstadt/Gossel/Haarhausen/Erfurt/data=!4m61!4m60!1m5!1m1!19sChIJcdZYg4VypEcRADYzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d11.02988!2d50.9847679!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ9-g_I_pSpEcR0CXzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d10.945952!2d50.8344155!1m5!1m1!19sChIJm7_U2bB_pEcRIIYzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d10.7288675!2d50.7051283!1m5!1m1!19sChIJV7_U2bB_pEcRIEczdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d10.68028!2d50.69667!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ__9tB5l-pEcR0CXzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d10.569428!2d50.6997452!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ9T6x7U9-pEcRwCbzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d10.6186411!2d50.7891787!1m5!1m1!19sChIJl7xMvHSApEcR4CbzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d10.7350772!2d50.8306015!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ______9zpEcRwCbzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d10.883333!2d50.816667!1m5!1m1!19sChIJH1GfF_FzpEcRwCbzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d10.8491878!2d50.7984852!1m5!1m1!19sChIJVy3V8f1SpEcRsCezdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d10.8988575!2d50.8631189!1m5!1m1!19sChIJcdZYg4VypEcRADYzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d11.02988!2d50.9847679!3e0


Phase 2: Cultural Curves & Luxury Horology

Day 4: Erfurt → Colditz Castle → Dresden (Hub 2 - Night 1)

• The Drive: Head east into Saxony on sweeping rural roads, stopping for a morning tour of 
the infamous POW fortress at Colditz Castle. Afterward, enjoy a scenic run chasing the 
Elbe River valley straight into the baroque heart of Dresden.

• Est Distance: 135 miles

• Route Link: Day 4 Map: Erfurt to Dresden via Colditz

Day 5: Saxon Switzerland loop (Hub 2 - Night 2)

• The Drive: Leave Dresden heading east through Pirna and hug the scenic west bank of the 
Elbe down to the dramatic cliffs of Königstein Fortress. Plunge straight south into the 
labyrinth limestone columns of Bielatal, then cut west along the S173 through Bad 
Gottleuba. Climb the ridge lines through Lauenstein to Altenberg, before dropping into the 
luxury watchmaking capital of Glashütte to follow the sweeping Müglitztal valley road 
(S178) back to Dresden.

• Option: Sightseeing in the beautiful baroque city of Dresden

• Est. Distance: 100 miles

• Route Link: Day 5 Map: West Bank, Bielatal & Glashütte Circular

Phase 3: The Mysterious Harz Mountains

Day 6: Dresden → Meissen → Stolberg (Hub 3 - Night 1)

• The Drive: Head northwest out of Dresden to visit the historic porcelain town of Meissen. 
From there, drop down and use the smooth, fast A38 southern corridor to glide effortlessly 
westward, arriving straight into your new base at the timber-framed alpine gem of Stolberg.

• Est. Distance: 140 miles

• Route Link: Day 6 Map: Dresden to Stolberg

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Dresden/Meissen/Stolberg+(Harz),+S%C3%BCdharz/data=!4m20!4m19!1m5!1m1!19sChIJqdYaECnPCUcRsP6IQsuxIQQ!2m2!1d13.7372621!2d51.0504088!1m5!1m1!19sChIJcX78SuPVCUcRwNU0dMGOIAQ!2m2!1d13.4976592!2d51.1617842!1m5!1m1!19sChIJv7HW3omrpUcRtvJRXrSlNwY!2m2!1d10.9548791!2d51.5732778!3e0
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Dresden/Pirna/K%C3%B6nigstein/Bielatal,+Rosenthal-Bielatal/Bad+Gottleuba,+Bad+Gottleuba-Berggie%C3%9Fh%C3%BCbel/Altenberg/Glash%C3%BCtte/M%C3%BCglitztal/Dresden/data=!4m56!4m55!1m5!1m1!19sChIJqdYaECnPCUcRsP6IQsuxIQQ!2m2!1d13.7372621!2d51.0504088!1m5!1m1!19sChIJbYvT4_bPCUcR0N6_82vAAQ!2m2!1d13.9415442!2d50.9623512!1m5!1m1!19sChIJKU5NfDHOcUcRYLpIQsuxIQQ!2m2!1d14.0751996!2d50.919246!1m5!1m1!19sChIJVbU_39vKcUcRUIdIQsuxIQQ!2m2!1d14.0536767!2d50.8465057!1m5!1m1!19sChIJb9_8S9nCcUcR8N6_82vAAQ!2m2!1d13.9427339!2d50.8488825!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ602_6PzCcUcRAGpIQsuxIQQ!2m2!1d13.7578278!2d50.7656686!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ7Y_uPofCcUcRAGpIQsuxIQQ!2m2!1d13.777934!2d50.8516086!1m5!1m1!19sChIJs96bWpLAcUcR0Nq_82vAAQ!2m2!1d13.8115598!2d50.9142828!1m5!1m1!19sChIJqdYaECnPCUcRsP6IQsuxIQQ!2m2!1d13.7372621!2d51.0504088!3e0
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Erfurt/Colditz+Castle,+Schlossgasse,+Colditz/Dresden/data=!4m20!4m19!1m5!1m1!19sChIJcdZYg4VypEcRADYzdMGOIAQ!2m2!1d11.02988!2d50.9847679!1m5!1m1!19sChIJ883H6v7KcUcR_99M-k593iA!2m2!1d12.8074154!2d51.1309532!1m5!1m1!19sChIJqdYaECnPCUcRsP6IQsuxIQQ!2m2!1d13.7372621!2d51.0504088!3e0


Day 7: The Harz Technical Loop (Hub 3 - Night 2)

• The Drive: Climb up into the heart of the mountains via the legendary, sweeping Netzkater 
valley road. Cross the massive engineering marvel of the Rappbode Dam, canyon-carve 
through Thale, stop for lunch in Wernigerode, and return south through deep forest to 
Stolberg.

• Tight hairpins, dramatic elevation shifts, and epic photo opportunities.

• Est. Distance: 95 miles 

• Route Link: Day 7 Map: The Optimized Harz Mountain Loop

Phase 4: The Return Home

Day 8: Stolberg →A38 Westbound → Spa, Belgium

• The Drive: From Stolberg, hop straight onto the A38 heading west, and cruise completely 
uninterrupted past Göttingen and Kassel. It’s a smooth, highly efficient dash across Germany
that drops us straight into the Ardennes hills at Spa.

• Unrestricted Autobahn cruising at its finest—fast, safe, and direct. A chance to stretch our 
cars.

• Est. Distance: 275 miles

• Route Link: Day 8 Map: Stolberg to Spa via the A38

Day 9: Spa, Belgium → Eurotunnel → Maidstone, Kent

• The Drive: A relaxed breakfast in Spa, followed by an easy morning run back through 
Belgium to Calais to catch the crossing home.

• Est. Distance: 230 miles (to Maidstone)

• Route Link: Day 9 Map: Spa to Maidstone via Eurotunnel 

After arriving in Folkestone we make our way back home individually. If we decide to have a 
support vehicle, we can congregate at a suitable location to hand out luggage. 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Spa,+4900,+Belgium/Eurotunnel+Calais,+Terminal+France,+Coquelles/Maidstone/@50.7703722,-2.0574962,6z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m20!4m19!1m5!1m1!1s0x47c0622ca0928b3b:0x34af87ecfc9b2e36!2m2!1d5.8622681!2d50.4923134!1m5!1m1!1s0x47dcdd794beecf6f:0x3f7889937b34bf0!2m2!1d1.810574!2d50.936316!1m5!1m1!1s0x47ded602f8347067:0xa6f562520cb400cd!2m2!1d0.5227245!2d51.2704083!3e0?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDUyNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw==
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Stolberg+(Harz),+S%C3%BCdharz/Kassel/Spa,+Belgium/data=!4m20!4m19!1m5!1m1!19sChIJv7HW3omrpUcRtvJRXrSlNwY!2m2!1d10.9548791!2d51.5732778!1m5!1m1!19sChIJHWx6n04_u0cRRxciWD1jhC8!2m2!1d9.4915751!2d51.3118828!1m5!1m1!19sChIJO4uSoCxiwEcRNi6b_OyHrzQ!2m2!1d5.8622681!2d50.4923134!3e0
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Stolberg+(Harz),+S%C3%BCdharz/Rappbode+Dam/Thale/Wernigerode/Stolberg+(Harz),+S%C3%BCdharz/data=!4m32!4m31!1m5!1m1!19sChIJv7HW3omrpUcRtvJRXrSlNwY!2m2!1d10.9548791!2d51.5732778!1m5!1m1!19sChIJjTMHW8sJpUcRzN_5ZSMdIg8!2m2!1d10.877222!2d51.730556!1m5!1m1!19sChIJO7lapQukpUcRECmToznoo2o!2m2!1d11.0404305!2d51.7490809!1m5!1m1!19sChIJba80lVcMpUcRYCkH-FlmIwQ!2m2!1d10.7844266!2d51.8368113!1m5!1m1!19sChIJv7HW3omrpUcRtvJRXrSlNwY!2m2!1d10.9548791!2d51.5732778!3e0

